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'ﬁOq&gggﬁz Halthom ds a small homlet consisting of o handtul of houses about
Eghhtqen miles east of Lincoln cu the road betwecn Herneasble and Coningsby. The
church is at the ond of 4 small cul-de-sac ob tho northern end wf the village,

on o slight hlllDCAu

FLoN: nave of three bays with ncorth aisle and south porch, small west bell turret;
chancel. '

2Tl the azve is late fourteenth-caontury, tho chancu] flrutunLh~CLdtufjo The
chureh wis much restored from ncar-dereliction in 1880 o and 1697,

GoMin L DESCRIFTION:  at first sight, this humble 1ittle building scoms to bo rather
L reposscesing.  This 1s chicfly bbCLduL of the lack of dignity immarted
guaintly low bellecobe ot the west cnd of the nave roof. Dk this chureh is as
intcresting in its way 23 wany of its more ambitious collengues,

It stonds in the middle of flat fenland on o sli 1y elovated hump {abou
four foet above the surrounding lrmd, but even this siall ominencs iz noticeable
here), in o spall churchyard which displays o varioby of headstenes, sowe ouite
attroctive, but for the wost part not wansual. -Scuthewest of the church is +he
octasrenal base of o cross on a sguare plinth together with some worn fragments,
There is a porticularly uns3mpathbtwc group of white mariple hendstones with

erbe and greon chinpings north of. the church.
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The buildin,: dates of the church lei(u qultr clearly from outside at the
Junction of the nave and chancel, and must have heen cven more distinct hefore
the nineteenth-century rcstorutlun when the chancel wes thatched and the nave:
lower and leaded. Low both roofs are slated, but the distinetion ig svident in
the architecturs of the wolls, the nave, being the older part. The window in he
south wnll of the nave is simple with ¥ trociry and ne surround or dripstone. -

- JThe stencwork ds of greensand and hos bYeen cemented over in scue places which
has Fosulted in worse de 2cay thoan was there bhoefors. There are ~lso Sﬁmo old iron
ties  but thoss seem to apply to movement which has long since cemsed.. The west
wall is suuported Ly two brick outtreuutu which do not perfors thoir funation
adoguntely. The wost wall dis of groeusand up to the eaveas. “hove this 1o vel tho
geblc is ef brick, part of the nlneh enth-century work which by raising the pitch
ol the roof enpulfed wiat was o snall turret for the bell so that row 1t hardly
rises thove the ridging. : ‘ ‘

und-headed duorwny {now blscnnd)w1t1
rouna the rcvun o Hit*juﬁ close on top of this is o throe-

“t the foct of tine wast woll is o r
a continuvong Mouldin.

light Perpendicular wdow wi Lira s Lbove, in a swnll rocess in the
brickworle; is 2 sligntly sinistor hcnd5 2l smuoxh e-shnoed astone with srimitive
reatures of a stylized sort. .bove thiz snother hoad srojects from the will.

Both are grianing in ratler A cerie and unsettling way,

The north nisle is uvid¢ntly‘later? CIt nas Loon C‘ﬂuibebuL, nco 1t is
built of smooth zshlar maseonry in squared blocks, “’m"v is a west windocw of .
twa lights with ogoc hoods under & Flattoned triansulae head with mouchettes in the

COTTICTS

The aorth wall of the nisle has 2 blecked donrwzy in the contro
vusuwetly set ot the point 2f the moulded surrourd. The window to the
is of twe cinguefoiled lisivbs ond thnt €0 the 1oft b three Lish
misnanaged curus.  Tho aisle srojects awkwardly hoy the junctimn of asve and
chanc £ tant it has to be covered by a hinped roof The north-cast corner leans
sulwerds i spite of the buttresses apninst 1b.  Tho enst window is Like that on the
nerth walls
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The ¢hancel is wuch mere refined than the nove, doout o century Later in
date, Tt is roughly symaoetrical with {moving from woust to cnuetl a pair of low-side
windows, sach of two trefoiled 1igats (the porthern pair blocked); then cost of these
are two~light ogee-hended windows and then throe- light windows on the same patierns
further east, so that the chancel pots progrossively lighter towards the altar.

The enst wall itself (which is that scen as tho church is approached from the

ilTWgo) iz a set-piece, with finely detailed angle buttresses crowned by small,
corefully moulded poblets. The eust window betweoen Then is of noble desipn and
size more tynical of churches furtier scuth in the county and also mova asgociated wi-
lnrge )Ullﬂln} (it peser:los work at Granthon, for instonce). The four mein lights
hove ogue heads and are grouged in two pairs with pointed cuatrefoils in the head

of caoche uoavegbetwocn the paira, there is o porticularly attractive coimposition

af flowing tracery in a rather leaf-like designe First two sunll lebes fan out, then
peer pair renches Turther to left and right above the i In the head
of the whole design is o peinted quatrefoil like theose lowsr in the tr*csryi miving
uniformity to the designa The metibors are delicately moulded in & most refinad
wiy whichh has fortunetaly weathered well. The iron stanchions and gaddlo-bors are
of comsidoranle age oad, althoush they have been structurally detrinmentod, they are
on inportant elerent in the design of the window, preventing the wmain lizhts from
sceming too lorge
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¢ north cide is
cllowing

The only feature on the south wall which diffcrs pgreatly from G
that here there is a priest!s door, very small and sct very low indec
for some incranse in ground lovel round the church). It hasg an
the low-side windows and is carved with some graftiti ostensibly

(which way well be s0).
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The south poreh is the latest part of the extorior of the church with an
clegont, if sovere, ecatrance which is o simply wmoulded two-contred arch flanked
by r_nqu@ angle buttrvesses cyped with srocketted ninnaclkes.  The reof of it is
cntirely nineteenth-century, as is the tiled floor within and the wooden bonches
alons cach sides

The inper doorway is round-headed, and appenrs to be Morman a thougzh the
Lynp*uum doce not rest comfortobly on the imposts. These are unearved ond
wnmoulded, with canted corners. From the east side, 0 small corhel projects to carry
the tympqnumu There are more graffiti dated 1659, 1743 and so forth.

The exterior of the church misht lend chs to zxpect that the nove of the church
would Lo Loss 1nturcsting than tho chancel, but altheough the architectors of the
choncaol is cortainly bebter, the main interest indide tﬂm church i centrad wpon
the nawve, Phc rons-n for this iz the furnishing of the twoe parts, and agiin, a8

e

outzide, the ividins lias is the chancel arch. Lech pirt beloags to 2 trnditio
quite different from the other. Llthoujh the nave has 2 Victorian r-of, it has
survived cotherwise virtunlly untnuchcd since the eighteenth-contury, and so
carefully (or cheaply) was it rcfuraished then that much of the medizneval woodwork

hog surv1vcdo

irchitecturally, tac nave is (as outaide) plain., The west ey is faken up

entiraly by the 1nb\:n L structurc supportine the belfry, very wmuch n tho patiern of
some masew churches. Mhe weodeil uprights and braces nce acdinevel, as is tie

1oddeor which huads to the travn-door in the reof of the riuging chagber. e
panels of wood run verticolly, oud halfway up the wall is 3 "roup of pancls painted
with the doyal arns of Chorles T. Te the left of that ore the pancls of the Ten
Commondacnts, arrvanged witaout ¢ure for thoe nroper ordor B thnb th.or are illesible.
The naiating is in nnj cnse very faded. Thres steps lesd ui to the smadl door which
lomde dnko the cingin choubor, which like the rest of the nve, i floorss with
attrrelbive red Muildevml pricks.

JThe north arcade
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The north arcade which divides the nove from the aislc has three arches, the
west one much narrower thnn the others and more polubed, the rtét wider than seomi~
circles. The piﬂrs are gurprlnlugly glondeér cotaguie, both with ostagonal stone
sents round the hase (althow the easborn me is ensulfed din the floor under the
BeWE) . Tho 1s sre felinted and the chonfers of the arches are vory bold and
dseply cut. The iuposts at bebth cnds arc corhels with heads be caenth then,

Phe pows in the nave foce the pulpit which cecupics an elevated positicn

in thu sautheanst corner - thmse on the north side of the centeal olley face south
Ayl thoso am the couth side face east. Hxeoptions bo this are tie procentor!
stall just Lelow the pulplt wiich foces nerth and the box pew coovosite Tt which
ranged reund three sides os usual.  There ds Alan o richly eoarved
s the porth and east willghf the north aisle which enloses a Flimily
pow in two ports.  This is snicd to have pelonned to the Dyadke fumily, (o worn

s slab in the chancel apparently covers Robort Dyucke althoush since this

g rocorted in the udurc% i Tor 1915, the lettoring hus wivtuslly

illenible).  dhe chricel arch boen rebuilt in an odl wey, suppertin s a very thin
woll and withont ony AGCHPaﬂoﬂ two tiny hneods, one at each sifoe at the gopringing
of ths arch, Jhe corhels roer chrncel arch romain, that on the north si
2oweudded simlhfctuﬁwn with Lelow, nnd opposite o complotely different

2 owiwpled wonen's heads
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anching.  The wide

: Trom the
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side of the alley ot this point.
roushly their right pesition, but

“me chancol has quite a 2ifferent atmoesphere frod the nave, wuch licater as

a rosult <f the windows nud lesa clubberzd as o resuli of ninet u_ﬂtl century
furnishin (hwm ltrhj that the nave survivaod tJTQ)Q The zrehitecture pressrves
ite modlis cv‘] wlity woll, the anlls whitow:ished as in bre nave, ~lthough the roof
was embirely r ““(WLQ in ﬁodO, and, like that thu north sisle, is carried on ugly
Lar corbols with none of the choroctar widch the wodinoval croftswen 1 rted

v of the cnrved honds which moy be seci 2T 30 1M 5 in this church. The
Pt oF the resternticn of the church in 1860 ] )Qﬂ(wnloh vies no doubt euch
nocded steoctur-1ly) is rocorded on o bross plate on tho nopth gall, of the choncel
nemr which hoys A copy of o print showing Lau ardition of the building before this
Fime - with thotchoed chancel and lower leaded anve roofs

ot of the altol o ploin squars cuabry and in the gouth sast-jomb
ool window s an ba niacing Lo nrches supnorted on
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been replaced when the seating p-an was Altored,
b)  The Dymoke family pew is L-shaped i,
the north wall and three peturncd nleng
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: blblo on the rosdine desk ig of 1851, in pour
b)) notho Bible, loaroer, with o leqther labhel, wn the
{ o [y Ahth 18107, The bible itsclf is o
-r baook of 16.5.

S pair of small condle-holders, ons in the pul plt

cnu*dho e

7. .n iron chest, padlocked.

Tho Font is hewxogonol on o sguare bago withoutb o
cad ccrntod with squarve flowers ng in el works

diapered 2lso.

Co  in ool ohb in Jacobaan style.

10, The rojpisters date from 1561, 1695 aud 1768,

1, Three hells =Two by Tobics Nerris of Stamford, 1607
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OTHER CHURCHES IN THE LRE.L:  the Pastoradn Commitioe lists eight, all close by.

sufiieient ocutside grant ai

d were avallable to carry out ihe necessary
n it would no doubt bo deo

able S0 retain the churcsh use for as

en
long as tnit proved feasible. However 1€ the church is to be e

redundant its ntchSE would secem to moke it a liicels candidatc
f

he RGdUﬂliﬂt
Churdhes Tund, since an alternative use would spoil i

s atmosphere and character

(Visited by the Pastoral Measurc hssistont on 20th Scptomber, 1974
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